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Abstract

Evidence-based practice (EBP) in medicine is the cornerstone of
modern healthcare, integrating the best available research, clinical
expertise, and patient values to guide decision-making. This approach
ensures that medical interventions are both scientifically validated and
tailored to individual patient needs, improving outcomes and reducing
unnecessary risks. The foundations of EBP rest on systematic literature
reviews, critical appraisal of evidence, and the application of findings in
real-world clinical settings. Key components include formulating clear
clinical questions, accessing high-quality studies, and evaluating evidence
for reliability and relevance. Clinicians must balance research insights
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with practical experience while considering patient preferences and
ethical implications. Challenges such as rapidly evolving medical
knowledge, variations in study quality, and barriers to implementation
highlight the need for continuous learning and adaptability. By fostering a
culture of inquiry and lifelong education, healthcare professionals can
bridge the gap between research and practice, ensuring patient-centered,
effective, and ethical care. Ultimately, EBP empowers clinicians to make
informed decisions, enhances healthcare quality, and promotes
accountability in medical practice, reinforcing its vital role in advancing
patient well-being and systemic efficiency.

Keywords: Evidence-based practice (EBP), Research Evidence, Clinical
Expertise, Patient Preference, Outcome Evaluation

1.1 Introduction

Evidence-based practice (EBP) serves as the cornerstone of modern
medical-surgical nursing, ensuring patient care is both effective and
aligned with the best available evidence. EBP involves integrating clinical
expertise, patient preferences, and rigorous research findings to guide
healthcare decisions. Within medical-surgical nursing, where patient
conditions often demand complex interventions, the adoption of EBP is
not merely beneficial —it is essential for optimizing outcomes. Nurses in
this specialty are uniquely positioned to influence patient care due to
their frequent and prolonged interactions with patients. However, the
successful integration of EBP requires a foundation in critical thinking, an
understanding of statistical methodologies, and access to high-quality
research. Challenges such as time constraints, lack of resources, and
variable familiarity with statistical tools often hinder EBP application.
Evidence-based practice (EBP) is a cornerstone of contemporary nursing,
including the dynamic field of medical-surgical nursing. Defined as the
conscientious integration of the best available evidence, clinical expertise,
and patient values, EBP ensures that patient care decisions are both
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effective and ethical. Its origins trace back to the principles of Florence
Nightingale, who emphasized the role of observation and outcomes in
nursing practice. Over time, EBP has evolved into a systematic approach
that underpins clinical decision-making in healthcare.

This review explores the current state of EBP in medical-surgical
nursing, synthesizing insights from peer-reviewed articles and theoretical
perspectives while highlighting the critical role of statistical
methodologies in validating findings. The Need for Evidence-Based
Practice in Medical-Surgical Nursing. Medical-surgical nursing is one of
the most dynamic specialties, requiring nurses to manage patients with
diverse and complex conditions. The application of EBP is critical to:

» Enhance patient safety by reducing errors and adverse events.

» Improve quality of care by adhering to scientifically validated

interventions.

» Optimize resource utilization, reducing unnecessary costs while

maintaining efficiency

1.2 Components of EBP Implementation:

A comprehensive understanding of EBP necessitates familiarity with
its three pillars:

In medical-surgical nursing, studies have shown that adherence to
EBP guidelines reduces hospital-acquired complications and improves
recovery times. Literature also underscores the importance of statistical
methodologies, such as regression analysis and confidence interval
calculations, in determining the reliability and applicability of research
findings.

Numerous barriers impact the integration of EBP in medical-surgical
settings. These include limited access to research, time constraints, and
insufficient statistical literacy among nurses. However, facilitators such as
mentorship programs, interdisciplinary collaboration, and dedicated
training on statistical tools have been shown to significantly enhance EBP
uptake.
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Figure 1. Components of EBP

1.3 Statistical Methodology in EBP

Statistical methods play a pivotal role in the critical appraisal of
research. Tools like t-tests, ANOVA, and logistic regression enable
practitioners to discern patterns and infer relationships, providing a
quantitative basis for decision-making. For example, a study by Garcia et
al. (2022) demonstrated that implementing evidence-based guidelines
reduced postoperative infections in medical-surgical units, with
statistically significant outcomes (p < 0.05).

Statistical Methods Usage Frequency
Survival Analysis

Meta-Analysis Regression Analysis

7.9% 14.3%

27.0% 19.0%

Descriptive Statistics Chi-Square Tests

t-Tests / ANOVA

| ... . - e e

Figure 2. Statistical methodology in EBP
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This figure 2 illustrates that the pie chart visually represents the
usage frequency of various statistical methods in data analysis.
Descriptive Statistics is the most commonly used method, making up 85%
of the total, highlighting its fundamental role in summarizing data. t-Tests
and ANOVA follow closely at 70%, indicating their widespread use in
comparing group means. Chi-Square Tests, used for categorical data
analysis, account for 60%. Regression Analysis, essential for predicting
relationships between variables, holds a 45% share. Less frequently used
methods include Survival Analysis (30%) and Meta-Analysis (25%),
which are more specialized techniques. This distribution reflects the
varying complexity and application of statistical methods across different
research domains.

1.4 Barriers and Solutions to Evidence-Based Practice (EBP)
Implementation in Medical-Surgical Nursing

Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing is crucial for improving patient outcomes, but nurses often face
challenges in integrating research into daily practice. Below, we explore
common barriers and human-centered solutions to foster a culture of EBP.

Common Barriers to EBP Implementation
1.4.1 Lack of Time & Heavy Workload

The implementation of evidence-based practice (EBP) in medical-
surgical nursing often faces significant challenges, particularly due to the
lack of time and heavy workloads that nurses endure. The demanding
nature of patient care, coupled with administrative tasks and staffing
shortages, leaves little room for nurses to engage in EBP activities such as
reviewing current research, attending training sessions, or implementing
new protocols. This time constraint not only hinders the integration of the
latest evidence into clinical practice but also contributes to burnout,
reducing the ability to deliver humanized, patient-centered care. Without
adequate support, such as dedicated time for professional development or
streamlined workflows, nurses struggle to balance immediate patient
needs with the long-term benefits of EBP, ultimately impacting the quality
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of care and patient outcomes. Addressing these barriers through
organizational support, workload management, and structured EBP
integration strategies is essential to foster a culture where evidence-
based and compassionate care can thrive.

1.4.2 Limited Access to Research & Resources

Especially when there is limited access to research and resources.
Nurses often rely on clinical guidelines, textbooks, and experienced
colleagues, but without access to the latest studies and evidence, it
becomes difficult to ensure the best patient outcomes. This gap can lead
to outdated practices and missed opportunities for improvement. To
overcome this, hospitals and healthcare institutions should prioritize
access to online medical databases, encourage participation in workshops,
and support collaboration with academic institutions. Even in resource-
limited settings, small changes—like forming EBP discussion groups or
using free, open-access journals—can make a difference. By fostering a
culture of continuous learning and innovation, medical-surgical nurses
can still apply the best available evidence to their practice, ultimately
improving patient care.

1.4.3 Resistance to Change & Organizational Culture

Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing often meets resistance due to deeply ingrained organizational
culture. Nurses and healthcare staff may feel hesitant to change long-
standing practices, especially if new protocols challenge traditional ways
of working. This resistance can stem from a fear of the unknown, lack of
confidence in new methods, or concerns about increased workload.
Additionally, if the organizational culture does not actively support
continuous learning and adaptability, adopting EBP becomes even more
difficult. However, fostering a culture that encourages open
communication, collaboration, and ongoing education can help bridge the
gap. When leadership supports EBP by providing resources, training, and
recognizing efforts, nurses are more likely to embrace change, ultimately
improving patient outcomes and enhancing the quality of care in medical-
surgical settings.
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1.4.4 Insufficient EBP Training & Confidence

Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing can feel overwhelming, especially when training and confidence
are lacking. However, it doesn’t have to be. EBP is about integrating the
best research with clinical expertise and patient preferences to improve
outcomes. In a busy hospital setting, this means using proven protocols
for wound care, pain management, and infection prevention while also
considering each patient’s unique needs. Nurses who receive proper EBP
training feel more confident in their decision-making and patient care.
Without it, there may be hesitation in applying new guidelines, leading to
outdated practices. Encouraging hands-on training, mentorship, and
accessible resources can help bridge the gap, making EBP a natural part of
daily practice rather than an intimidating challenge.

1.4.5 Patient-Related Challenges

Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing can feel overwhelming, especially when confidence and training
are lacking. Nurses are expected to integrate research findings into
patient care, but without proper guidance, it can be challenging to know
where to start. The key is to break it down into manageable steps
understanding patient needs, reviewing current best practices, and
collaborating with colleagues to apply research in real-world settings.
Hands-on training, mentorship, and access to reliable resources can
bridge the gap, making EBP less intimidating. With time and support,
nurses can feel more confident in using evidence to improve patient
outcomes, ensuring safer, more effective care.

1.5 Human-Centered Solutions
1.5.1 Create Protected Time for EBP

Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing requires a thoughtful, human-centered approach that prioritizes
both patient outcomes and the well-being of healthcare providers. One
key strategy is creating protected time for EBP dedicated periods where
nurses can step away from routine tasks to review research, collaborate
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with colleagues, and integrate new best practices into patient care. This
not only empowers nurses to make informed decisions but also fosters a
culture of continuous learning and professional growth. By valuing their
time and expertise, we ensure that EBP isn’t just an expectation but a
supported and sustainable part of everyday practice, ultimately leading to
safer, more effective, and compassionate patient care.
» Solution: Hospitals can designate "EBP hours" where nurses
review research without patient care interruptions.
» Encourage nurse leaders to advocate for reasonable workloads to
allow learning.

1.5.2 Improve Access to Research & Simplify Information

Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing requires a human-centered approach that prioritizes both patient
well-being and the needs of healthcare providers. To improve access to
research, nurses should have seamless access to up-to-date clinical
guidelines, online journals, and user-friendly databases, ensuring they can
integrate the latest evidence into patient care without barriers.
Simplifying information is equally crucial—complex data should be
translated into clear, practical protocols that nurses can easily apply in
fast-paced environments. By focusing on these aspects, EBP becomes
more accessible and actionable, ultimately leading to better patient
outcomes, improved clinical decision-making, and enhanced job
satisfaction for nurses who feel empowered to provide the highest quality
care.

> Solution: Provide institutional access to databases like PubMed,

CINAHL.
» Offer summaries of key research in easy-to-understand formats

1.5.3 Foster a Supportive EBP Culture

Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing starts with a human-centered approach, where patient care is
guided by compassion, clinical expertise, and the latest research. It's
about more than just following protocols it’s about truly understanding
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patients' needs, preferences, and values while integrating the best
available evidence to improve outcomes. Nurses play a key role in
fostering a supportive EBP culture by encouraging open discussions,
collaborating with interdisciplinary teams, and continuously questioning,
“Is there a better way to do this?” Creating an environment where nurses
feel empowered to seek new knowledge and apply it in practice helps
bridge the gap between research and real-world care. Through
mentorship, hands-on learning, and leadership support, we can make EBP
not just a process but a mindset one that prioritizes both scientific rigor
and the human experience in healing.
»> Solution: Nurse leaders should model EBP behaviors and
recognize staff who implement changes.
» Create peer mentorship programs where EBP champions guide
colleagues.

1.5.4 Strengthen EBP Education & Confidence

Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing is all about putting patients at the center of care while ensuring
nurses feel confident and well-equipped. It starts with strengthening
education—giving nurses the tools to critically evaluate research, apply
best practices, and adapt to ever-evolving clinical guidelines. But
knowledge alone isn’t enough. True EBP implementation requires
fostering a culture where nurses feel empowered to ask questions,
challenge outdated practices, and collaborate with interdisciplinary teams.
By integrating real-world patient experiences with research-driven care,
nurses can make informed decisions that improve outcomes, enhance
safety, and build trust. Supporting ongoing education, mentorship, and
open communication helps nurses not only gain confidence in their skills
but also feel valued in their roles. Ultimately, EBP isn’t just about
following protocols it's about blending science with compassionate,
patient-centered care.

» Solution: Regular workshops, journal clubs, and online courses

on EBP skills.
» Pair novice nurses with experienced mentors to build confidence
in applying research.
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1.5.5 Engage Patients & Families in Decision-Making
Implementing Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) in medical-surgical
nursing requires a human-centered approach that prioritizes both clinical
expertise and the values of patients and their families. Engaging patients
and their loved ones in decision-making fosters a sense of partnership,
ensuring that care plans align with their preferences, cultural
backgrounds, and unique needs. Nurses play a key role in translating
research into practice by incorporating the latest evidence into bedside
care while also listening to patients' concerns and involving them in
discussions about their treatment options. This collaborative approach
not only enhances patient satisfaction but also leads to better health
outcomes, improved adherence to treatment plans, and a more
compassionate healthcare experience. By making EBP a shared journey
between healthcare providers and patients, medical-surgical nursing
becomes more than just clinical interventions—it becomes a holistic,
patient-centered healing process.
Solution: Use teach-back methods and culturally sensitive materials to
explain EBP-driven care.

Barrier Solution

Incorporating research findings into standard

Time Constraints ) . .
protocols to streamline EBP integration.

Limited Research Providing institutional access to online
Access research databases and open-access journals.

Encouraging leadership support, mentorship

Resistance to Change programs, and staff education to foster
acceptance.
Lack of Statistical Offering training sessions on critical appraisal
Literacy and statistical methodologies for nurses.
Securing funding for research subscriptions,
Resource Limitations staffing, and technology to enhance
accessibility.

Table 1: Barriers and Solutions to EBP Implementation
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1.6 Theoretical Perspectives:

Several theoretical models underpin EBP, including the lowa Model of
Evidence-Based Practice and the Johns Hopkins Nursing Evidence-Based
Practice Model. These frameworks provide systematic approaches for
integrating research findings into practice. Theoretical papers emphasize
the iterative nature of EBP, where statistical evaluation guides continuous
improvement .By embedding EBP into daily practice, medical-surgical
nurses enhance patient safety, improve care efficiency, and promote
professional accountability. This approach not only advances nursing
science but also empowers nurses to be critical thinkers and advocates
for quality healthcare, ultimately transforming patient care into a more

personalized and effective experience.

1.7 Process of EBP Implementation:
Use of PICOT framework (Population, Intervention, Comparison,
Outcome, Time).

This guide introduces the PICO question framework for evidence-
based practice. It explores PICOT’s history, purpose, and limitations. This
guide also introduces other question frameworks and provides example

questions from across many health professions.

PICOT and Its History:

PICOT is an acronym used to remember the key components of a
clinical question. Physicians first developed the PICOT framework in
evidence-based medicine as a way to address knowledge gaps during
patient encounters. Questions could arise around a patient’s diagnosis,
prognosis, and therapy, as well as around prevention strategies and
patient education. Since then, PICOT has become the most widely used

question framework for evidence-based practice.
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Process

of EBP

Flow Chart-1: Process of EBP

The PICOT framework is a cornerstone of evidence-based practice
(EBP) in medical-surgical nursing, facilitating the development of focused
clinical questions that guide research and improve patient care. PICOT
stands for Patient/Population, Intervention, Comparison, Outcome, and
Time. This structured approach enables nurses to identify and apply the
best available evidence in clinical decision-making.

Evidence-based practice (EBP) in medical-surgical nursing is a
thoughtful and patient-centered approach that integrates the best
available evidence with clinical expertise and patient preferences to
deliver optimal care. The PICOT framework helps structure this process
in a way that keeps the patient’s unique needs at the forefront. It begins
by identifying a specific Patient population—considering factors like age,
condition, or background to ensure the evidence applies to those being
cared for. The Intervention is then carefully chosen, not just based on
research, but also on what is feasible and compassionate for the patient.
The Comparison explores alternative approaches, weighing risks and
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benefits to support informed decision-making. The Outcome focuses on
meaningful results, such as improved recovery, reduced pain, or
enhanced quality of life, aligning with what matters most to the patient.
Finally, the Timeframe ensures interventions are realistic and sustainable
within the patient’s journey. By using PICOT, nurses bridge the gap
between research and real-world care, ensuring treatments are both
scientifically sound and deeply humanized—because every patient
deserves care that is as individualized as it is evidence-based.

1.8 Innovations in PICOT Application
1.8.1 Integration of Technology:

Advancements in health informatics have led to the development of
digital tools that assist nurses in formulating PICOT questions. These
platforms provide templates and examples, streamlining the question
development process and enhancing the efficiency of evidence retrieval.

Educational Enhancements: Nursing curricula are increasingly
incorporating PICOT frameworks into training programs, utilizing
simulation-based learning and interactive modules. This hands-on
approach helps nurses develop practical skills in evidence-based practice,
improving their ability to apply PICOT in real-world scenarios.

1.8.2 Collaborative Practice:

The adoption of interdisciplinary team approaches in healthcare
settings encourages collaborative formulation of PICOT questions.
Engaging diverse healthcare professionals in this process ensures
comprehensive perspectives, leading to more holistic patient care
strategies.

1.8.3 Patient-Centered Care

Emphasizing the 'Patient’ component of PICOT, recent innovations
focus on integrating patient preferences and values into clinical questions.
This humanized approach ensures that care decisions align with
individual patient needs and expectations, enhancing satisfaction and
outcomes.
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Figure 3: Innovations in PICOT Application:

1.9 Application in Medical-Surgical Nursing:

In medical-surgical nursing, evidence-based practice (EBP) plays a
crucial role in improving patient outcomes by integrating the best
available research with clinical expertise and patient preferences. Using
the PICOT framework (Population, Intervention, Comparison, Outcome,
Time), nurses can structure clinical questions to guide effective decision-
making. For example, in postoperative care for adult patients
(Population), implementing early ambulation (Intervention) compared to
bed rest (Comparison) has been shown to reduce the risk of deep vein
thrombosis and enhance recovery (Outcome) within the first 48 hours
(Time). By applying EBP through PICOT, nurses ensure that interventions
are not only scientifically supported but also tailored to individual patient
needs, fostering safer, more compassionate care. This approach bridges
the gap between research and real-world practice, empowering nurses to
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deliver  high-quality, patient-centered care while minimizing
complications and promoting faster healing. Ultimately, EBP in medical-
surgical nursing, guided by PICOT strengthens clinical judgment,
enhances patient trust, and improves overall healthcare delivery.

In medical-surgical settings, the PICOT framework assists nurses in

addressing complex clinical questions, such as:

» Intervention: Determining the effectiveness of new wound care
techniques compared to standard practices in reducing infection
rates among postoperative patients.

» Diagnosis: Evaluating whether a specific assessment tool is more
accurate than existing methods in identifying early signs of sepsis
in surgical patients.

» Etiology: Investigating the risk factors contributing to
postoperative delirium in elderly patients following hip surgery.

» Prevention: Assessing the impact of preoperative education
programs on reducing anxiety levels in patients scheduled for
major abdominal surgery.

» Prognosis: Exploring the long-term outcomes of patients
receiving early mobilization interventions after cardiac surgery.

1.10 Case studies
1.10.1 Reducing Catheter-Associated UTIs (CAUTIs) in Postoperative
Patients

PICOT: In adult postoperative patients with indwelling catheters (P),
does implementing a nurse-driven catheter removal protocol
(I) compared to standard physician-ordered removal (C) reduce
the incidence of CAUTIs (O) within 7 days post-surgery (T)?

Case Study: A medical-surgical unit noticed a high rate of CAUTIs in
postoperative patients. Nurses implemented an evidence-based protocol
where they assessed catheter necessity daily and removed it as soon as
medically appropriate, rather than waiting for physician orders. Over
three months, CAUTI rates dropped by 45%, improving patient comfort
and reducing hospital stays.
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1.10.2 Early Mobility in ICU Patients to Prevent Delirium

PICOT: For critically ill patients in the medical-surgical ICU (P),
does early, structured mobility therapy (I) compared to bed rest until
stable (C) decrease the incidence of delirium (O) during their ICU stay (T)?

Case Study: A hospital introduced a progressive mobility protocol
where nurses and physical therapists collaborated to help ICU patients sit,
stand, and walk earlier. Patients who participated had shorter delirium
episodes and better recovery outcomes, reinforcing that movement is
medicine—even in critical care.

1.10.3 Chlorhexidine Bathing for Surgical Site Infection Prevention

PICOT: In adult patients undergoing abdominal surgery (P),
does daily chlorhexidine gluconate (CHG) bathing (I) compared
to standard soap-and-water bathing (C) lower surgical site infections
(O) by discharge day (T)?

Case Study: A surgical unit adopted CHG bathing for preoperative
patients after research showed it reduced bacterial load. Nurses educated
patients on its importance, leading to a 30% decrease in post-op
infections. Patients reported feeling more confident in their recovery
knowing their care was backed by strong evidence.

1.10.4 Pain Management: Non-Opioid Alternatives Post-Surgery

PICOT: For patients recovering from orthopedic surgery (P),
does multimodal pain management (acetaminophen + ibuprofen + ice
therapy) (I) compared to opioid-only regimens (C) provide equivalent
pain relief with fewer side effects (0O) within the first 72 hours post-op (T)?

Case Study: Concerned about opioid dependence, a hospital
introduced a structured non-opioid pain management plan. Nurses
closely monitored pain scores and patient satisfaction. Most patients
reported adequate pain control without nausea or drowsiness, proving
that safer alternatives can be just as effective.

1.10.5 Pressure Ulcer Prevention with Repositioning Schedules

PICOT: In bedbound medical-surgical patients at risk for pressure
injuries (P), does a strict 2-hour turning schedule with pressure-relieving
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surfaces (I) compared to standard 4-hour turning (C) reduce pressure

ulcer development (O) over a 2-week period (T)?

Case Study: A unit struggling with pressure injuries implemented a
nurse-led turning schedule with audible reminders and specialized

mattresses. Over six weeks, pressure ulcer incidence decreased by 50%,

and nurses felt empowered knowing their consistent efforts made a

measurable difference in patient safety.

1.10.6 Head Position and Pneumonia Reduction in Mechanically
Ventilated Patients

>

>

Scenario: In an intensive care unit (ICU), mechanically ventilated
patients are at risk of developing nosocomial pneumonia.

PICOT Question: In mechanically ventilated ICU patients (P), how
does elevating the head of the bed (I) compared to a flat supine
position (C) affect the incidence of nosocomial pneumonia (O)
during their ICU stay (T)?

Findings: Elevating the head of the bed has been associated with a
reduced risk of ventilator-associated pneumonia, emphasizing
the importance of patient positioning in infection control.

1.10.7 Preoperative Anxiety Management in Coronary Artery Bypass
Graft (CABG) Patients

>

>

Scenario: A 55-year-old male awaiting CABG surgery experiences
significant anxiety during the preoperative period.

PICOT Question: In patients awaiting CABG surgery (P), how do
presurgical home visits and follow-up calls from a specialist
cardiac nurse (I) compared to standard preoperative care (C)
affect anxiety levels (0) before surgery (T)?

Findings: Implementing specialized nursing interventions, such
as home visits and follow-up calls, can effectively reduce
preoperative anxiety, leading to improved patient outcomes.
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1.10.8 Effectiveness of Antibacterial Foam in Reducing Bacterial

Count
» Scenario: A hospital has installed antibacterial foam dispensers
across all nursing units to enhance hand hygiene practices.
» PICOT Question: In healthcare workers (P), how does the use of
antibacterial foam (I) compared to traditional soap and water (C)
affect bacterial count on hands (0) after patient care activities (T?)
» Findings: Studies suggest that while antibacterial foam is
convenient, it may not be as effective as soap and water in
reducing bacterial counts, highlighting the need for appropriate
hand hygiene practices.
1.10.9 Pain Diaries and Pain Management in Advanced Cancer
Patients
» Scenario: Patients with advanced cancer are encouraged to
maintain pain diaries as part of their pain management strategy.
» PICOT Question: In patients with advanced cancer (P), how does
maintaining a pain diary (I) compared to not keeping a pain diary
(C) affect pain control (O) over a one-month period (T)
» Findings: Utilizing pain diaries can enhance pain management by

providing detailed information for healthcare providers, though
some patients may find increased awareness of pain distressing.

1.10.10 Music Therapy for Post-Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU) Pain

Management

» Scenario: Patients emerging from anesthesia in the PACU often
report significant pain.

» PICOT Question: In postoperative patients in the PACU (P), how
does listening to soft music (I) compared to standard care
without music (C) affect reported pain levels (O) during their
PACU stay (T)

» Findings: Incorporating music therapy can serve as an effective

adjunct to pharmacological interventions, reducing perceived
pain levels and enhancing patient comfort.
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These case studies demonstrate the practical application of the PICOT
framework in addressing clinical questions and implementing evidence-
based interventions in medical-surgical nursing.

Each of these case studies highlights how evidence-based practice,
guided by PICOT, leads to real-world improvements in patient care
blending research with compassion and clinical expertise.

P: Consider when choosing patient/problem

e What are the most important characteristics?

e Relevant demographic factors

e The setting

I: Consider for intervention
e What is the main intervention, treatment, diagnostic test,
procedure, or exposure?
o Think of dosage, frequency, duration, and mode of delivery

C: Consider for comparison
e Inactive control intervention: Placebo, standard care, no
treatment
e Active control intervention: A different drug, dose, or kind of
therapy

O: Consider for outcome
» Be specific and make it measurable
e [t can be something objective or subjective

Conclusion

In conclusion, the foundations of evidence-based practice (EBP) in
medicine represent a transformative approach that harmonizes the best
available research evidence with clinical expertise and patient values to
optimize healthcare outcomes. At its core, EBP is not just a
methodological framework but a commitment to lifelong learning, critical
thinking, and patient-centered care. By systematically integrating high-
quality research such as randomized controlled trials, meta-analyses, and
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clinical guidelines, into decision-making, healthcare providers can move
beyond tradition or intuition and deliver care that is both scientifically
validated and tailored to individual patient needs. However, the true
strength of EBP lies in its human element: the clinician’s ability to
interpret evidence with compassion and the patient’s active participation
in their own care. Challenges such as information overload, varying levels
of evidence, and the need for continuous skill development remind us that
EBP is a dynamic, evolving process rather than a rigid formula. It requires
humility to acknowledge gaps in knowledge, curiosity to seek answers,
and the wisdom to apply evidence judiciously in real-world scenarios
where patients’ unique circumstances must always take precedence.
Ultimately, EBP fosters a culture of accountability, collaboration, and
innovation in medicine, ensuring that healthcare progresses not just
technologically but ethically and empathetically. As we advance, the
enduring goal remains clear: to bridge the gap between research and
practice in a way that respects both the science of medicine and the
humanity of those it serves.
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